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Remarks 

1. In response to Applicant's Amendment filed on August 10, 2007, claims 21-32, 34-44, 
46-51, and 53-55 remain pending for examination in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 21-32, 34-44, 46-51, and 53-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eichstaedt et al. (U.S. Patent No.6, 385,619 Bl) in view of Dev et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,757,866 Bl), and further in view of Hunt et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,893,091). 

As to claims 21, 40, and 47, Eichstaedt et al. discloses a method of notifying a participant that a 
network accessible item is of current interest, including: 

receiving from the participant an indication of interest in one or more interest categories 
(See Eichstaedt et al. column 3, lines 10-20); 

receiving from an altering user an alert regarding the network accessible item (See 
Eichstaedt et al. Abstract; see Eichstaedt et al. column 1, lines 43-55), wherein: 

the altering user is not the participant (See Eichstaedt et al. Figure 2, "alerts" are 
broadcast through the Web server 58); 
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the alert is based on a change in the content of the network accessible item (See 
Eichstaedt et al, column 4, lines 45-55); 

processing the alert (See Eichstaedt et al. column 3, lines 20, wherein "processing" reads 
on "analyzing and profile generating"), wherein the processing includes: 

assigning at least one interest category to the network accessible item (See Eichstaedt et 
al column 4, lines 3 1 -39); and 

notifying the participant that the network accessible item is of current interest (See 
Eichstaedt et al. Fig. 2, element 64; see Eichstaedt et al. column 1, lines 56-62; also see 
Eichstaedt et al. column 3, lines 18-20), wherein: 

the network accessible item is associated with at least one interest category in which the 
participant previously indicated interest (See Eichstaedt et al . column 3, lines 39-52). 

Eichstaedt et al. discloses the claimed invention except for real-time alerts. Eichstaedt et 
aL does not explicitly teach real-time alerts; and the item is associated with content that changes 
over time and the alert indicates that the content of the item at (he current time is of interest, 
calculating a list rank value for the network accessible item, wherein the calculating is based at 
least in part on the network accessible item's assigned at least one interest category; and the 
notifying is based on at least in part on the network accessible item's calculated list rank value. 
However, he teaches pre-defined period of time are set for notification based on Web pages (i.e. 
can be real-time or current time) in column 5, lines 3-8. 

Dev et al. teaches real-time alerts (See Dey et al. column 2, lines 20-24, and see Dey et 
aL column 2, lines 38-42); and 
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the item is associated with content that changes over time and the alert indicates that the 
content of the item at the current time is of interest (See Dey et al. Abstract, also see Dey et al. 
column 4, lines 8-16); and 

calculating a list rank value for the network accessible item, wherein the calculating is 
based at least in part on the network accessible item's assigned at least one interest category (See 
Dey et al. column 4, lines 30-38, also see Dey et al. column 12, lines 30-34); and 

the notifying is based on at least in part on the network accessible item's calculated list 
rank value (See Dey et al. column 11, lines 63-67, and see Dey et al. column 6, lines 1-12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have modified Eichstaedt et al. by the teaching of Dey et al. to include real-time 
alerts; and the item is associated with content that changes over time and the alert indicates that 
the content of the item at the current time is of interest and calculating a list rank value for the 
network accessible item, wherein the calculating is based at least in part on the network 
accessible item's assigned at least one interest category because it provides for current and more 
accurate customized content and coherent means for filtering what information is received and 
intelligently responded to as well as accessing specific type of document within a collection (See 
Dey et al. column 2, lines 1-13, also see Dey et al. column 2, lines 53-67). 

Eichstaedt et al. as modified teaches the claimed invention but does not explicitly teach 
participant at first location, alerting user at a second location, and processing the alert at a third 
location different from the first and second locations. 

Hunt et al. teaches participant at first location (See Hunt et al. column 5, lines 34-36, 
wherein the "first location" is read on "client'Vsubscriber), alerting user at a second location (See 
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Hunt et al. column 8, lines 6-15, wherein the "second location" is read on the "timely service 
providers"), and processing the alert at a third location different from the first and second 
locations (See Hunt et al. column 5, lines 5-11, wherein "third location" is read on "server"). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have further modified Eichstaedt et al. as modified by the teaching of Hunt et al. to 
include participant at first location, alerting user at a second location, and processing the alert at 
a third location different from the first and second locations because it provides for more 
efficient accessibility and accurate up-to-date information (See Hunt et al. column 4, lines 29- 
34). 

As to claims 22, 41, and 48, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein the item is 
identified by a Universal Resource Locator (URL) (See Eichstaedt et al. column 5, lines 58-60; 
where system works in an HTML and XML browser environment implies the topics can be 
identified by URL, also see Dev et al. column 24-33, teaches URL). 

As to claim 23, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein the item includes dynamic 
content (See Eichstaedt et al. column 5, lines 58-60; where system works in an HTML and XML 
browser environment implies the topics can be identified by URL which is also dynamic Web 
content, also see Dev et al. column 2, lines 1-13). 
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As to claim 24, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein the alert includes an 
interest category assigned by the alerting user (See Eichstaedt et al, column 2, lines 42-48, also 
see Dev et al. column 2, lines 16-24, and Dev et al. column 2, lines 33-48). 

As to claims 25, 42, and 49, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein processing 
the alert includes determining an alert intensity (See Eichstaedt et al. column 3, lines 29-38, 
wherein "alerting intensity" reads on "numerical value", also see Eichstaedt et al. column 3, lines 
49-54) 

As to claim 26, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein processing the alert 
includes determining an alert intensity based at least in part on the altering user's identity (See 
Eichstaedt et al. Figure 2, 62, and see Eichstaedt et al. column 3, lines 15-20, wherein "identity" 
reads on "profile"). 

As to claims 27, 43, and 50, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein processing 
the alert includes updating a timestamp (See Eichstaedt et al. column 4, lines 4-10, also see 
Eichstaedt et al. column 5, lines 2-10). 

As to claim 28, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses further including storing data 
associated with the alert (See Eichstaedt et al. column 3, lines 7-25, also see Dev et al. column 
18, lines 52-63). 
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As to claim 29, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses the alert includes using data 
associated with a previous alert (See Eichstaedt et al. column 4, lines 4-10, also see Eichstaedt et 
aL column 5, lines 2-10, also see Dey et al. column 17, lines 9-16). 

As to claims 30, 44, and 51. Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein processing 
the alert includes determining an intensity rank (See Eichstaedt et al. column 3, lines 49-53; 
where "intensity rank" is read on "weight"). 

As to claim 3 1 , Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein processing the alert 
includes determining an intensity rank that decays exponentially with time (See Eichstaedt et al. 
column 4, lines 4-8). 

As to claim 32, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein processing the alert 
includes: 

determining an intensity rank (See Eichstaedt et al. column 4, lines 44-47); and 

in the event the intensity rank is below a threshold, deleting data associated with the item 

(See Eichstaedt et al. column 4, lines 50-67, wherein threshold is used to calculate the relevance 

of the content). 



As to claim 34, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein the participant is notified 
about a plurality of items of current interest and the plurality of items are selected based at least 
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in part on at least one interest category in which the participant previously indicated interest (See 
Eichstaedt et al. column 3, lines 49-60). 

As to claim 35, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein the participant is notified 
about a plurality of items of current interest and the plurality of items are selected based at least 
in part on intensity rank (See Eichstaedt et al. column 4, lines 3 1-47, also see Eichstaedt et al. 
column 5, lines 15-20). 

As to claim 36, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein the participant is notified 
about a plurality of items of current interest and the plurality of items are ordered with respect to 
each other (See Eichstaedt et al. column 1 , lines 46-55; where "intensity rank" is read on 
"interest score"). 

As to claim 37, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses wherein the participant is notified 
about a plurality of items of current interest and the plurality of items are selected based at least 
in part on a sensitivity level associated with the participant (See Eichstaedt et al. column 4, lines 
4-28; and see Eichstaedt et al. column 4, lines 31-55, also see Eichstaedt et al. column 5, lines 2- 

29). 

As to claims 38, 39, 46, and 53, Eichstaedt et al. as modified discloses further including 
displaying to the participant content associated with the item of interest (See Eichstaedt et al. 
column 1, lines 41-44; also see Eichstaedt et al. column 2, lines 15-19). 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-32, 34-44, 46-51, and 53-55 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Ford et al. (U.S.. Patent No. 6,963,867 B2) teaches presenting category ranked search 

results. 
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Pass (U.S. Patent No. 7,062,484 B2) teaches interactive wireless devices to online 



system. 



7. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Neveen Abel-Jalil whose telephone number is 571-272-4074. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5: 30PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey A. Gaffin can be reached on 571-272-4146. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Neveen Abel-Jalil 
Primary Examiner 
August 15,2007 



